Habitat requirements
for the delineation of the potential distribution area in the Swiss National Park
	Species: Mountain hare (Lepus timidus)

	Elevation above sea level (m)
	Aspect
	Slope
	Knolls
	Dells
	Vegetation
	Geology

	1400 m  - 2700 m: common occurrence;

> 2700 m:
occurrence rare;

< 1200 m:
rarely inhabited during summers;

< 1000 m:
possible occurrence during winter;
	
	up to 30°

Mountain hares avoid flat country side as well as extremely steep sites
	+
	+
	Forest:

Occurrence possible in both beech and silver fir forests as well as in pole stage forests; open canopy mountain forests with plenty of shrubby areas, pine as well as alder forests are preferred;

Non-forested vegetation types:

large clear cuts, alpine pastures, dwarf shrub heath lands, particularly alpine turf and fixed rubble up to  3000 m elevation;


	


	Further information:

· The mountain hare has many natural enemies. It uses rock niches, crevices with a long entrance ramp, alpine huts and the protection of felled trees for den sites;

· is a reclusive animal;
	++
highly preferred
+
preferred
-
avoided
--
highly avoided








