Habitat requirements
for the delineation of the potential distribution area in the Swiss National Park
	Species: Rock ptarmigan

	Elevation above sea level (m)
	Aspect
	Slope
	Knolls
	Dells
	Vegetation
	Geology

	dwells between 1800 m and 3000 m but are also found in regions of perpetual snow;

lower distribution limits more absolute: rock ptarmigans start to sweat at temperatures above 16°C;

in general, brooding sites are found between 2000 m and 2500 m a. s. l.

	no effect in general, but food plants on south facing locations are available for longer portions of the year;
	0° - 50°
	
	+
	winter only: dwarf shrub heaths; other seasons: dwarf shrub and grassy heaths;
avoids forested areas;
	


	Other information:

· Boulders and rocks are important habitat characteristics;

	++
highly preferred
+
preferred
-
avoided
--
highly avoided








